Purpose:  The assignment is to write an historical analysis of a song. The purpose of the assignment is multi-fold.
1. To show how the media shapes our knowledge and perspective of History.
2. To explore history by using many sources including the Internet.
3. To show how prevalent history is in everyday culture.
 
****Make sure you research the version that I give – not remakes or alternate versions****
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Guidelines: The paper should be 2 pages in length, double spaced, in a normal font, and 12 point font size for a total of two papers.  MLA or Chicago style. Document where you found the information.
 
Example:  The lyrics, “I’m a goin’ to Tennessee for the CCC” is referring to the Civilian Conservation Corps, a New Deal public work program (Jones 23).

Group 2:  80's
 
The student will also receive lyrics for all the songs in each group and questions to be answered in essay form. The student will pick one song from each group and complete the questions to be turned in on the assigned dates.
 
Late papers will have a ten point reduction. No papers will be accepted after one week. A score of zero will be recorded. No exceptions.
 
Be careful – be factual – do not make personal attacks or unsupported claims.
The paper should be a well thought out work with proper grammar, spelling, and form.
Since everything happened yesterday, verbs should be in past tense.
 
This is NOT a summary but an analysis.
No Wikipedia – this is an automatic 20 point reduction!
 
Hints:
 
History is about research! This is different from other classes. Your opinion is not valid without proof of how you came to that conclusion. Think of yourself as a lawyer trying to prove someone is guilty of a crime in a court of law. He/she needs to prove to a high degree that the statements they make are accurate. How they do this is by giving evidence to support those statements. They bring forth enough evidence that makes their statements look rock solid. You should do the same. Add relevant facts that include, but not limited to: quotes from other experts, a physical example of support, or add a key term (a qualifier).
 
You should analyze not summarize. Students have a lot of problems with this.
 
Here is an example of that:  You are shown a video of Charles Manson and told to analyze his psychotic behavior. Your report comes back to say he was dirty, unshaven, was wearing a weird shirt, and had a Swastika on his forehead, so therefore, he must be demented. Wrong! You summarized him. No analysis was there. You need to carefully look at the video and analyze his relationship with his mother, his delusions of grandeur etc. to come up with an analysis of his mental state.
 
On this assignment I am asking you to use the song as a reflection of society at that time. What I have done is given you a pair of history binoculars to examine the past. Do not fixate on the tool used to study, but on the subject. Some students write about the song (the history binoculars) not the material it is viewing. Remember you are primarily writing about the society at the time and its interaction with the song. 


Born in the USA
Bruce Springsteen
1984
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuJUq58VQXQ
[Verse 1]
Born down in a dead man's town
The first kick I took was when I hit the ground
You end up like a dog that's been beat too much
Till you spend half your life just covering up

[Chorus]
Born in the U.S.A
I was born in the U.S.A
I was born in the U.S.A
Born in the U.S.A

[Verse 2]
Got in a little hometown jam
So they put a rifle in my hand
Sent me off to a foreign land
To go and kill the yellow man

[Chorus]
Born in the U.S.A
I was born in the U.S.A
I was born in the U.S.A
I was born in the U.S.A
Born in the U.S.A

[Verse 3]
Come back home to the refinery
Hiring man says "Son if it was up to me"
Went down to see my V.A. man
He said "Son, don't you understand"

[Verse 4]
I had a brother at Khe Sanh fighting off the Viet Cong
They're still there, he's all gone
He had a woman he loved in Saigon
I got a picture of him in her arms now

[Verse 5]
Down in the shadow of the penitentiary
Out by the gas fires of the refinery
I'm ten years burning down the road
Nowhere to run ain't got nowhere to go

[Chorus]
Born in the U.S.A
I was born in the U.S.A
Born in the U.S.A
I'm a long gone Daddy in the U.S.A
Born in the U.S.A
Born in the U.S.A
Born in the U.S.A
I'm a cool rocking Daddy in the U.S.A[footnoteRef:1] [1: ] 


Questions:
What is the overall meaning of the song?
What is the meaning of the second verse? 
What was Khe Sanh?
How does the 3rd and 5th verse speak of returning Vietnam veterans? Is that the truth?
Which President ironically used the song in his re-election campaign?













